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ſt is 4 ah Thing. that thou gaudi bs 
my Servant to raiſe up the Tribes of 
Jacob, and to reſtore the Preſerved 
of © rael : Twill alſo give. thee for a 
Light 40 the Gentiles, — 5 thou mayeft 
be my Sakvation ; unto the End of the 
_ 


Satan was at firft made to the 


Race of Mankind, by ' Occa- 
fon. of the Entrance 'of Cor- 


A 2 juſt 


„“ 8 er Lane of a 1 Gen. iii. 
rom the Dominion of Sin and 15. 


common Parents of the whole 


800 ir the World; fo all the Deſcendants 
tom therm ſhould in all Equity ſeem to have a 
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Mal. i. 
II. 


juſt Claim to the Benefits of this Deliverance, 


aim * Proceſs of Time, when the Pro- 


get ot mote particularly, and entailed 
wyr 71 of Abraham by Hate, at the 


E -accomp ned with an ample 
8 Papas of it Were to be 
Peg] 950 'of the! Earth, wh 


95 Time 


rea Med focal of the bm of 
the Meſſiah, that Great and Divine Perſon in 
whom all the Protvifes of Gad Were conſum- 

mated, and by whom they were to be Conveyed 
to tar Virontd, they ate Very fa r fro confining 
it to the den de e of Paleſine, or to the 


all Vie dy te 1 But they extend 
ein giye him the Hea- 


it ov SM 
| then" 95 2 e Lek utmoſt Parts of 


S Burrb be" e alt all that | 


} Rapture DJ whicts.theſe hol holy:Men-delſcribe the 


Splendors and Glories of the Mefſhah's Empire, 
they very rarely fail expreſily mentioning his Ga- 


. thering. the Been wager his Govermment, and 


bringing chemito.C aa rin if his Means, 
(as, the Prophet 4 ach fore tells) that from the 
rifing, of. 5 10 the. At 008 of the Jame, 
Cod a 4 Il be 4 Heat . pogo and 


in rt P lace. wand 72 aa 
th an Pe flak ir oh 
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Perſon of God declare of his Servant whom he up- IC. tv 
holds, of his Ele& in whom bis: Soul delights, that is 
(as the ancient Paraphtaſt on this Text expreſſes 


0 it, and the moſt; learned Rabbies nate) of the 
2 Meſſiah, That he ball bring forth Judgment to 
C the Gentiles, andthe Ifles Mall wait or bis Lato: 

1 and that as he ſhall be given as a Covenant to 
by the People of Iſrael, ſo be ſhall be for à Light to 
le the Gentiles. And in the Words of the Text it 

of is ſpoken of as a light Thing, or a ſmall Part of 
In the Mefliah's Office, 10 raiſe, up the Tribes of Ja- 
* cob, and to reſtore the Preſerved vf Iſrael. His 
ed Meſſage was to be of, greater Importance and 
0g much larger Extent; he was to be given as a 
the 


Light to the Gentiles, that be migbt communicate 
nd Sabuatton to the Ends ef tbe Earth, All which, 

a- as it does ſufficiently deſcribe the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah, as founded | on. teaching and enlighten- 
that ng Men' 8 Underſtandings, and reducing them 
the to the Love and Obedience of the Law of God, 

Arc, and conſequently to be of a Spiritual Nature, and 
deſigned for the univerſal | Good. of Mankind, 


and Centiles, as well as Jews; ſo it does directly 
. overthrow, that fond Imagination of the Jews 
e 


concerning a temporal Kingdom, ſince it is not 
ame, "ll caly to imagine, what Benefit it could be to the 
Gentiles, that a very potent Prince ſhould reign 
Jaime, in Judd and thence extend his Empire over 
al * Neighbours, And it does likewiſe clearly 


ſhew 


„ 


John x. 
16. 


tion ſor Enlightening human Reaſon, * 
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— — 
ſhew the Falſeneſs of that Pretence of modern 


Infidels, that the whole Old Teftament concerns 
only ſecular Matters, and that the Prophecies in 
it (if any ſuch there be) refer to the Tranſactions 


of the Jews at that Time with their neighbouring 


Nations; and have nothing to do with ſuch 


ſpiritual Affairs, as they have ſince been applied 
to; for here we find a great Perſon promiſed 
many Ages before his Appearance in the World, 
and the End of his Coming deſcribed to be 
Teaching and Illuminating all Nations, and bring- 
ing them to God. It being therefore evident, 
that God did from the Beginning propoſe to 
admit the Heathen World to the Benefit of the 
gracious Diſpenſation which he made by his Son, 
he having foretold by all his Prophets, that his 
Meſſiah ſhould he 4 Tight 'to the Gentiles, the 
Mefſiah himfelf having declared, when he came 
into the World, that be had other "Sheep which 
were not f the Jewiſh Fold, who ſhould be ga- 
thered to him; and that there ſhould be one Fold 
and one Shepherd ; he having confirmed it by his 
Apoſtles, as appears it their PrefcBing and Wri- 
tings ; and having ſent them forth on the merci- 
ful Errand of Enlightening the Warld, it may be 
proper upon this Occaſion to confider, 
2 or 11 nme 


, The of che Oofpel-Revela- 


2dl 7 
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Ale To indices, the Juſtice wn ma wy 
of God, though this Revelation be not ag yet 
univerſal. And, of ett 
gay, To ſhew our ſtrong Obligation, earneſt- 
9 to — at a ben Propagation of it. 


1 — us * the eden &c. As 
chere are fame ſolid Principles on which true Re- 
ligion is built; ſo the Ignorance, or Want of clear 
Knowledge of them, muſt needs be attended 
either with the utter Deſtruction of all Religion, 
ar with ſuch Corruptions of it, as will render it 
vain and uſeleſs, or with great Indifference in 
the Practice of its Duties. Theſe neceſſary Ar- 
ticles conſiſt— in the Belief of a God and his Pro- 
nidencg ; — in the Knowledge of moral Duties, 
and a firm Perſuaſion that God requires our Ob- 
ſervance of them ;— in a full Aſſurance that God 
is willing to be reconciled to Sinners upon their 
Repentance and Reformation; and laſtly, in a 
lively Hope, that the Practice of Holineſs will 
fually be rewarded. And yet, as neceſſary as 
ſheſe Principles are, it is certain that the Hea- 
then World ftood in Want of Inſtruction with 
regard to each of them. 

For firſt, The general Knowledge of the One 
une God was greatly defective. 

I will not ay, that the Diſcovery of God's 
Exiſt iſtence was beyond the Reach of Man's rea- 


ſoning 


3. W; S 8 x" before the Soeie , 
8 eee e eee 

— — the St! Paul has determined 
Rom. i. the quite contrary, affirming, T be eternal 
_—_ Power and Wiſdom of God might 0Fknown by le 
Things which are cen. Meaning that the exter- 
nal Works of the Oreation Plainty point but the 
Being of a Creator. Neither do I ſay that this 
Knowledge was never actualiy attained: For in 
all Ages and Nations, foie wiſe Men did ever 
believe the Exiſtence and Providence' of one God. 
But then it was commony judged Pas Part of 
Wiſdom to keep this K as much a; 
poſſible to themſelves: Whatever they thought 
in their On Breaſts, or Was made the Subjcd 
of private Converſation; a famous Inſtance at 
Athens in the Perſon of Socrates rendered them 
extremely cautious how they oppoſed” the eſta- 
bliſhed Superſtition- Fear of tlie Populace, or 
Contempt of them, or ſome prudential Contider: 
tions reſttained them from making any Attempts 
at inſtructing them. In Fact, they did not en- 
deavour 1 Errors. By this 
Means, they who ſtdod im the — of In- 
ſtruction, were left to the Weakneſs of their own 
Minds) and the Craft of deſigning Mien, whoſe 
Practice it was to impoſe upon Ignorance b) 
Falchood and Deluſion- And thus it happened 
that the Knowledge of che true God was loſt; 
Da 10 don and Idolatry fyrtad 

W ans eee dp eee 


This 


"for the Propagation of the Goſpel. 


d This enough to:ſhew: theriInfofficiency: of 
al naturdl-Reaſon;:to: preſerve. the)Behef'6fxhe One 
be Supreme Being, or to reſtore it when it is loſt. 
r- For excepting the Hebrews, who alone lived 
he onder 2 Revelation, this war the State of ral 


nis Mankind; as far as Hiſtory has given us Lighe 
in WM iatd this Matter. And notwithſtanditiy the: | 
ver WMH many Corruptions which from Time to Time 

od. broke in upon the Hebreus, yet We find the 

of Wl Strength of this Revelation as conſtantly. exerting 

3 Wl i&f in their Reformation; and at length tatalby. 


oht N peevailinig over Idolatry. And as Chriſtianity: 
ect las carried this Revelation to the remoteſt Na- 

at bons of the Earth; ſo we ſee that wherever it 
em las prevailed; it has driven Ignorance and Idola- 
ſta- y before it. And if any who are called Chriſ- 


tans ſeem to be running bac into the ancient 


eu- Uclatry (as is very true conoerning the Church 
apts of Rome, which by their Worſhip: of Pictures 


en- ad Images and Saints and Angels have reſtored 
this nuch the ſame Kind of Idolatry, though under 
In- «her Names, which was practiſed in the Hea- 


ten World) they are only thoſe who volunta- 
ly put out their ;own Eyes, and [endeavour to 
atinguiſh- the Chriſtian Revelation by locking 
p the Scriptures which ſo clearly declare againſt 
t And if Men reſolve to be blind and igno- 
unt, even the Divine Wiſdom cannot enlighten 


hem. But what is it which has driven out 
| B this 


— 
10 | 


Da on ene ht Wobicry 


Ignarance and Darkneſs? What has enligh. 


— 


this 
ened the Moridi(ſo far as it is enlightened) but 
the Prevalence of the Chriſtian Revelation? We 
fee What the ancient Philoſophy was able to do 
formerly, and duhat ſmall Succeſs.it had ; it ap- 
1 Cor, i, p that bi iſdom (as the Apoſtle ſays) that 
mY ist by Phillofdphyy zbe World knew hat God, but 
Clriiffianity has perforndediwhatcthe:other could 
not do. And as thoſe: Nations Who have not 
embraced;Cheiftianity are ſtil in the old Dark- 
nels ots plain that nothing keeps up the 
Knowledge) of: God among Chriſtians but this 
Revelation;:-1For! before its Prtaching the true 
God vras ot known!; vchete : iti is not preached 
at thid Day the Cafe is the dame ; and if this 
Religion Were again extingaiſhed, or if the Scrip- 
tures vchich contain this Religion bectaken away 
by the Prevalence-of 0 papiſh Tyranny in any 
Nation, How is it” poſſible! the ſame Effect 
ſhould not follow? That: is, that Darkneſs and 
Ignorance and Idolatry Ihould ntareturn? 
-:2: There is likewiſe great unt on Revela- 
tion. in order to attain the KnowNadge f a com- 
pleat Rule of Life and Manmors, and ithe Obli- 
gation to donſorm to it. Whatever: may be 
thought of ſome extraordinaty / Perſons, ho in 
different Ages amd different Countries habe been 


able Ae mne ee it is 
7 234 175; 31 ei $6077 certain, 
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cendding that a perfect Syſtem of Morals is no 
where td bw füunll but in the Holy Striptutes. 

H ſome of the moſt important Points, we 
find th Learned greatly divided. And in Na- 
tions of the cleareſt and beſt improved Under- 
ſtandings,” the moſt vicious and kak Cuſtoms - 
were! Mowed without Reſtraint. We meet 
with nd fettled Agreement, what was i the” chi 
Gn of Mart, Which in all his Actiens he ſhould 
purſue?” And without the Knowledge of this, 
Morality: has no Foundation, and is directed to 
10 End. And amidſt all this Claſhing among 
de Learned, What could be done by the Igno- N 

unt and Illiterate? Who could lead them ſafely 
through the Subtilties and Niceties of Philo- 
bphers ? | 

We ſee then the. defective State of Reaſon in 
ncient Days; and as the natural Faculties of the 
Mind were then in as great Perfection as they 
e now, we may conclude with great Probabi- 
ity, how uncertain the Principles of Morality 
would have ſtill remained. 

But what if the Philoſophers had been able to 
compile an indiſputable Syſtem of moral Truths? 
What Authority could they have ſhewn to en- 
ſerce their Doctrines for a Lau? Upon what 
Foundation was it poſſible for them to ſupport 
he univerſal Practice of Virtue? -Conſcienee has | 
. Influence upon human Actions; and 

| B 2 nothing 


- -- 


12 AL Suk Md eee 2" Soriory 
2 * 
nothing: can affect that ſo ſtrongly, as a firm 
Perſuafiomy that; Mbralityi is the Will: of the great 
God, ha is able:to ſave and to diſtroy. Phis 
was underſtoad by: ſome of - the old Legiflators, 
who. found their: political Authority not of ſuffil. 
cient Weigbt to recommend their Laws to ge- 
neral: Obſervance. Io lſupply this Defect they 
had Recourſe to the, Geds, and pretended -their 

Aſſiſtance and Direction. nA. plain Indication 

how neceſſary a Divine Revelation was then ef. 

teemed to aſcertain the Duties of Morality, and 
the. true Reaſon of their Obligation. And if the 
| Goſpel had not placed them upon their natural 

Baſis, the Will and Command of God; we have 

Reaſon to apptehend that Errors and Uncertain- 

ties, Licentiouſneſs and —— would ſtill 

have continued reigning Evils. - 

3. But there are other Particulars of infinite 
Importance: to the Practice of; Morality, of which 
the Light of Nature can give no Aſſurance. 

As the End of all true Religion is to promote 
Piety and Virtue in this, Life, and our everlaſting 
Happineſs in the other; ſo there are certain 

Means or Motives conducive - to theſe Ends, 
which a perfect run ought to- propoſe in the 
cleareſt Manner... 

The firſt of theſe is the. Certainty of For- 
giveneſs upon fincere Repentance. For as all 
Men are Sinners, no one could have ſufficient 

Fncouragement 


1 — 
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Encooragement to apply himſelf to God and his 


Duty, ' whilſt he faw that all Acceſs to the | 


Throne of Grace was blocked up by his Tranſ- 
ions; And thus when Sin had once enter- 
2 into the World, what could be expected but 


perpetual Continuance ? If Amendment were 


an of no Moment, who would endeavour 
to amend ? It is very plain, that a lively Hope 
of Acceptance is one great Inducement to aim 
at Reformation with Sincerity of Heart. And 
it cannot be denied, that the Diſtruſt of For- 


civeneſs * muſt, in Proportion to its Degree, 


1 Mens Zeal and Endeavours i in this good 
Work. 


And yet there is no ſubſtantial Prob from 


bare Reaſon or the Light of Nature alone, that 
Remiſſion will be granted for all Sorts of Sins 
and Offences upon Repentance and future Obe- 
dience ; becauſe Obedience is at all Times our 
Duty. And to imagine that future Obedience 
will ſatisfy God for paſt Tranſgreflions, is to fup- 


poſe, that God will be ſatisfied for Sin, without 
any datisfaction at all. Juſt as if I ſhould think, 
that my Creditor would remit the Debts I have 


contracted, becauſe I do not continue to enlarge 
them. What certain Grounds could I have for 
ſuch Sort of Hope? And yet, ſuch would our 


Situation be with Regard to God, without the 


Promiſes of the Goſpel. 
How 
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Haw Nee i land, with abe, Heathen 
World ?, Whatever they might diſcover, of tho 
Boing, and Attributes o of God, yet the Belief of 

Redeemer was no Part of their Religion. The 
3 Means for appeaſing the, Diſpleaſure of 
the Deity,, Were, Propitiatory, Sacrifiges : But Sa- 
crifices,. it is, plain, are arbitrary Things; of no 
natural Force in. themſelves; nor of any Effi- 
cacy in. any Caſe farther than as God has or- 


dained them, and declared his Acceptance of 


them, It is true indeed God may diſpenſe his 
Favours in What Manner he pleaſes. $1 And where 
it appears that he has :inſtituted; Sacrifices to be 
the Conveyance of his Pardon, _ no doubt, 
Sacrifices may properly: be depended upon. for this 
Purpoſe, But this, was not the Caſe. of the 
Heathen, With them, this Divine Inſtitution 
was not pretended to. And fo we find that the 
Philoſophers derided Sacrifices as a vulgar Super- 
ſtition. They were willing to have. it thought, 
that as a holy and pure Mind was, above ll 
Things, acceptable to God; fo...therg was no 


other Means of gaining his | Reconciliation but 


Repentance and Amendment.,, And yet it is cer- 
tain that the vulgar. Opinion was ſound, at the 
Bottom, as it. proceeded i in general upon a Sup- 
poſition that ſomething elſe beſides Repentance 
was neceſſary to reinſtate Sinners in the Divine 
Favour. But what it was that was farther. re- 
quiſite, no full Evidence could be obtained. 


Mankind 


Vhilking therefore Re: wer — 
miſt have been infinitely uncertain and doubtful 
of their Acceptance with God. For if Repent- 
ance, or Sactifices; or both of them together, 
could give no certain Aſſurance of this; Nature 
had nothing farther to ſuggeſt, All heb Reaſon- 
ing could not remove Anxieties in this important 
Matter. Nor could Doubts and Uncertainties 
ver have been diſpelled, had not the Goodneſs 
of God interpoſed, by ſetting forth his onty Son 
o be the Prvpitiatiom for Sin, and declaring that 
Goll 2805 in Cra recontiling the World to him- 
ſelf, not inputing * their" Treſpaſſes unto them. 


2 Cor, V. 


19. 


Here and here alone the Mind of Mah may few 


curely reſt. Here is propoſed a Sacrifice, in 
which may be found every Condition, requiſite 
to make it a proper Attonement; and which 
God himſelf has afſured us, he has accepted. An 
Aſſurance, Which is of infinite Importance, both 
for true Satisfaction and the Practice of Virtue ; 
nd an Aſſurance which never could have been 
obtained without che Chriſtian Revelation. 

4. Another Motive to! fri Performance of 
our Duty, which a perfect Religion ought to 
propoſe, is the Promile of "Reward" in another 
Life, For what is there that can ſupport Virtue 
under all the Hardſliips ard Perſrcutlons to which 
tis here expoſed, but a firm Perſuaſion, that 
ele Sufferings will nortiy have an End; that 


in | 


— 
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ws in a the mean; Tims: God is Witneſs of good Mens 


Conflicts, and will at laſt comfort and reward 
them with himſelf ? And yet as neceſſary as 
this Aſſurance is, it can no where be had but 
from the New Teſtament alone. 

It muſt, indeed be confeſſed that wiſe and 
good Men had always ſome Expectation of 2 
happy Immortality: But as this Hope was very 
weak, ſo their Notions, concerning the Manner 
and State of their future Exiſtence, were exceed- 
ing dark and uncertain; proportioned to the 
Foundation on which their Expectation was 
built; which ſeems to have been the obſcure 
2 of ſome ancient Tradition concerning 
this Matter. It does not ſeem likely, that Men 
did originally reaſon themſelves into this Hope. 
For the Belief of a future State, was moſt firmly 
entertained among . thoſe * Nations Who were 
not uſed to Reaſoning, and had but little culti- 
vated their Underſtandings. And even thoſe 
great Men, who talk and reaſon moſt plauſibly 
about it, do yet confeſs that they are not ſatis- 
fied with their own Arguments, and are doubt- 
ful concerning the Truth of the Thing itſelf. 


And therefore it is that this Hope is ſo rarely 


mentioned : as an Excitement and — 


„„ 


this 
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his' Conſideration” have been urged, if any Af. 
france: could have been given of its Truth? 

The ſtrongeſt Argument that natural Reaſon 
ould ever form of a future Reward, is drawn 
om the unequal Diſtribution of Things in this 


nd Life, and the great Calamities which good Men 
(den ſuffer even for the Sake of Goodneſs itſelf. 
ery This has always given ſome Grounds to hope, 
1 mat there muſt be another State, wherein theſe 
. lnequalities will be ſet right, and theſe Hardſhips 
Ki be 5 with ropes Pa of Hap- 
| in 

0 And without doubt the Argument is a reaſen- 
whe wle and. conclufive Proof, that Virtue ſuffering 


in this Life ſhall be comforted in another. 
But it ſeems to fall greatly ſhort of demonſtrating 
the Proportion and Duration of this Reward. 


vey For it muſt be conſidered, that the greateſt Virtue 
_ s mixed with many Blemiſhes and Imperfections, 
15 which when placed in the oppoſite Balance 
551 greatly take off from the Weight of the moſt 
= perfect Goodneſs, in recommending itſelf to the 
Favour of Gd. Ay 

4 ' WH Beſides, let the Sufferings of Virtue be ever 
— {o great, what Grounds can there be to expect 


ould from the Juſtice of God, that its future Re- 
this compence ſhould be eternal? One of a ſhorter 
Duration will ſufficiently fatisfy all the juſt Claims 
which can be made by the greateſt Virtue and the 

dy C greateſt 


18 


A 8n&kmoN %% rhe Jotciery 


greateſt Sufferings. If a Man be tortured for the 
whole Term of Life, he is tortured but for a lit- 
tle While ; and upon what Feoting can he look 
for Rewards, that are never to have an End » 
A Recompenct proportioned both in Degree and 
Continnance, to his Virtue and Sufferings, and 
the Length of human Life, is all that from the 
Light of Nature, can be expected by the beſt 
Man who ever ſuffered for the beſt Cauſe. And 
if this be all the future Reward, . which Reaſon 
alone can offer; it cannot be a perfect one even 
whilſt it laſts: For no State can be perfealy 
bleſſed, fo long as the End of it is foteſeen. 

This I think is the beſt Argument, which na- 
tural Reaſon can produce for the future Reward 


of Virtue. And yet even this we fee falls ſhort ; 


Luke xi. 
T3, 


and the moſt that can be made of it no Ways 
comes up to the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Had 
not therefore our Lord brought Life and Im- 
mortality to Light by his Doctrine, and given 
evident Demonſtration of its Truth by his Re- 
ſutrection from the Dead, no Aſſurance could 
ever have been obtained, of that Fuheſs of 7oy 
which good Men may now Shu: ha at God's 
Right-Hand for evermoreQQ. 

Laſtly, it ought ever to be e axihatdertd, that 
Chriſtianity does uſſure us, that God himſelf is 
always, ready to aſſiſt all upright and ſincere Men 
* his Holy Spirit which he will beſtow hay 
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them An Eneouragement which as the Hea- 
then Wörld hever thought of, fo nothing greater 
en be ſaid ſor the Honour of Virtue, or * 
combort af Men in the Proſecution of it. 

Thus you have ſeen the great Benefits of dle 
Chriſtian: Revelation: What ſuperior Knowledge 
it imparts of the fundamental Articles of Reli- 
gion ; what Comfort and Satisfaction it affords, 
what Encouragement to Virtue. But if fuch are 


the Advantages of the Goſpel, in giving Light to hu- 


man Reaſon, ſome perhaps may be ready to object, 


Why has not the Providence of God taken Care to 
communicate the Knowledge of it to every Na- 
tion f In Aer do which, 1 ſhall | NEE in the 


naſe Diab: to n ende RY dee BN Gvod- 
neſs of God, though this Revelation be not as 
yet univerſal. Known unto God, and to God 
alone, are all bis Works ' and-Counſels From the 
Foundation of the World. And for this Reaſon 
we do-not preſume to account for every Act of 
Providence that is the Reſult of infinite Wiſdom. 
But it is eaſy to diſcern, that whatever Ad- 
vantages God may grant to ſome particular Na- 
tions, this can be no Cauſe why others ſhould 
murmur and repine, unleſs they themſelves were 
in a worſe Condition upon this Account, But 
ſo far we are certain, that thoug fi ſome Coun- 
tries ſhould not have been ihe: better for the 
Ce Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Revelation, yet their State is not work: 

than it was before. The Goſpel has laid upon 
them no new: Burden, no new Condemnation. 

As the Caſe ſtood in ancient Days, ſo it is now. 

If the Jews alone had the Law, they alone were 
obliged by it. If the Gentiles knew not the 

Law, they were not to be judged by it. For 
whatſoever the Law faid, it ſaid only to them 

Rom. iii, that were under the Law: And as they wh 
19%  franſgreſſed the Lau, were to be condemned by tie 
Rom, ii. Law, ſo they who ſinned without: the Law, were 
12. to periſh without the Law; 16 likewiſe the 
Goſpel was never intended for a Rule by which 

they are to be judged who never heard of it. It 

is a Law to Chriſtians alone, and leaves the Gen- 

tiles as they were before, to be judged by the Law 

of Nature. We ſee therefore that the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion impoſes no Hardſhips upon the Gentiles. 

Nay there is one Circumſtance of it, that is calcu- 

lated for the Advantage of the Heathen World as 

well as the Chriſtian. The Mediator of the Goſ- 

pel Covenant has given himſelf a Ranſom for all 

And God did certainly accept his Interpoſition 

for all Mankind; the Mediator having himſelf 

taken eſpecial Care to ſend his Meſſengers abroad 

on Purpoſe to make this Acceptance known to 

all, But if the gracious Purpoſes of God in 

this Diſpenſatfon ſhould not be actually made 
known to every Nation at the ame Time; yet 


no 


no People upon Earth, who ſhall ſincerely en- 
deavour, according to the beſt of their Know- 
ledge, to pleaſe God, will be excluded from the 
Benefit of it. 

As to the Laws and Rules of Morality, they 
have always been the ſame ; equally obliging 
both to Chriſtians and Gentiles. And though 
nothing of this Nature has been given to the 
preſent Heathens by Revelation, yet ſtill they 
have the Uſe of Reaſon and Conſcience, that 
Candle of the Lord, which, if carefully attended 
to, is a plain Direction ſo far as it extends. And 
if in ſome Inftances this Light ſhould not be 
ſufficient, it muſt at the ſame Time be granted, 
that thoſe who have no other Light to walk by, 
ue leſs blameable, if they miſtake their Road 


Ro- and wander from it. Their Conſcience cannot 
les, in this Caſe condemn them ; nor is there any 


external Law, by which they can be condem- 
ned. And if acting according to what they 
bave, be the Rule of their Condemnation or Ac- 
ceptance, and nothing is expected from them 
which they have not, they can in Juſtice claim 
no more. 

It muſt be allowed that if a Revelation were 
a Matter of Right, it muſt of Neceſſity be uni- 
verſal, and every Nation would have an equal 
Title to the Advantage of it. But as it is mere 
Grace and Favour which God may grant or 
with-hold 
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Rom. ix. 
20. 


Veſſel to Honour and another to Difhonaur, Not 


ſee, that his Bounties are beſtowed with a very 


beſtow it upon, as ſeems beſt to himſelf. What 


Conduct, we have no Right to enquire into them, 


. 


with-hold according to his own good Pleaſure, hs 
may make Choice of ſuch particular Nations to 


ſecret Reaſons ſoever God may have for this 


or object againſt them. And in this Caſe the 
Apoſtie's Reaſoning is juſt and right: That le 
Potter bas Power over his own Clay, to make one 


(as ſome have underſtood the Paſſage) that God 
will make ſome Men happy and others miſerable, 
merely from. arbitrary Will, without Regard 
to their reſpective Virtues and Vices. But the 
Meaning is, that God having impartially and 
latgely made Proviſion for the Good and Welfare 
of the whole Creation, he may diſtinguiſh ſome 
Parts of it with extraordinary Privileges and pe- 
culiar Honours. 

And this Method of God' 8 Proceeding ought 


to be no more futprizing-to us, than his dealing 
with whole Nations in other Caſes; where we 


unequal Hand. And yet no one who believed 
a God, ever made this an Objection againſt the 
Juſtice of his Providence. In the uſual Courſe 
of his Government, He putteth down one People 
and ſetteth up another ; whilſt we cannot ordina- 
rily obſerve any Reaſon in the People themſelves 
for ſuch a Conduct. And even originally from 

the 
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the he Natare of their State and Situation, fame Na- 
tons ſeem to be condemned to perpetual Diftreſs 
nd Miſery. Inclemency of Climates, unfruit- 
fl Soils, unwholſome Airs, are the natural Lot 
of many of them. And all this is frequently 
attended with ſuch Dulnefs of Apprehenfion, ſuch 
Darkneſs of Underſtanding, and ſuch Barbarity of 
Life and Manners, as ſets them but a ſmall De- 
rree above the Brute Creation, And yet other 
Parts of the Earth are by Nature bleſſed with 
il poffible Means of Happineſs ; with mild and 
fuitfal Seaſons ; with clearer Faculties and riper 
judgment; with ſocial Graces, and all the Re- 
inements of civil Life. 

Nor is this Diſtinction of Favours only to be 
obſerved: in whole Nations as ſeparate Diftricts, 
but is equally vifible in the ſeveral Natives of 
ach, It is almoſt ſuperfluous to ſay, that all 
Men have not the ſame Strength and Vigour of 


ral Abilites of knowing God and their Duty; 
nor equal Diſpoſitions for governing their Lives 
according to that Knowledge. And if Men are 
detter fitted to know and to pleaſe God, as their 
Apprehenſions are quicker, their Judgment more 
ſolid, and their Paſſions move with a more gentle 
Courſe ; it is plain that Men have not equal Ad- 
rantages for recommending themſelves to God in 
their natural State. And though the F — 
mn © 


Mind and Sublimity of Soul; nor the ſame na- 
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ef the Mind are as ſurely tlie Gifts of God, a3 
even Revelation itſelf; yet no one who believe: 
a Providence at all, accuſes God of Partiality for 
making one Man wiſer than another, or for 
granting him Abilities of being better. Much 
leſs has it ever been attempted to diſprove the 
Reality of ſuch unequal Diſpenſations, as if it 
were unjuſt and therefore n. for God to 
make them. 

If therefore God may equitably make ſo great 
a Difference in the Diſtribution of his natural 


Gifts; why may he not communicate his Reve- 


lations in the ſame Manner? Why ſhould it be 
thought more unequal in God, to give ſome 
Men and ſome Nations Abilities and Diſpoſitions 
for higher Advances in Wiſdom and Virtue, by 
ſome unuſual and extraordinary Means, than it i 
is to do the ſame in the natural Courſe of 
Things? If God may beſtow upon the Athenians 
ſuppoſe, a Livelineſs and Quickneſs of Parts 


above other People; why may he not be permit- 
ted to enlighten the Hebrews by another Way ? 


If he can give to Sacrates a Diviner Genius and 
more exquiſite Talents than common ; why may 
he not inſpire an illiterate er? 

The Sum is this; God has with great Inequa- 
lity diſpenſed parked Endowments as well as the 
Illuminations of his Holy Spirit among Men. 
But he can never be accuſed of Partiality or In- 

juſtice, 
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if he expects to reap but in the ſame Proportion 
25 he has ſown. What Grounds can there. be 
for Complaint, if he will not judge his Children 
and Subjects by any Law which they have not 
known; but will recompence them according 
to their Works, in the Station in which he him- 
ſelf has placed them ? 

But this State of the Caſe ought by r no Means 
to leſſen our. Gratitude to God, for the Benefit 
of that Revelation we enjoy, For though we 
affirm that God will not condemn thoſe who en- 
deavour to obey him according to the beſt Light 
they have ; yet as Revelation enlarges that Light, 
and by giving new Aſſiſtances and Encourage- 
ments to follow it, raiſes our Nature to higher 
perfection here; ſo i it fits and entitles us to great- 
er and more perfect De 1 .of Happineſs here- 
after, - The Senſe and Capacity that has been 
beſtowed upon the Brute Creation, is abundantly 
ſufficient for that State, which the wiſe Creator 
has allotted to them. And yet, becauſe this may 
carry them through Life with tolerable Eaſe a0 
Comfort; ſurely it will not be ſaid, that the great 
Additions which are made to Man ; the noble 
Powers of Reaſon. and Conſcience. ; his Know- 
ledge of God and himſelf, might have been ſpa- 
red, and are not deſerving our greateſt Praiſe, 
And if Revelation carries theſe Gifts to a more 

D exalted 


A” 
ſti, nor be eſteemed a hard or - auſter, R M fer. bh 


Fm 


AS ERM ON Before the Society 


Mat. v. 
15. 


Mat. v. 
14. 


deavour at a larger Propagation of it. 


World ſtood in of this Revelation, and how 


good or neceſſary, do at the fame Time ſhew 
that it is fit and proper that it ſhould be made 


of Men; they are plainly given to no Purpoſe 


' that are in the Houſe? The Setting up a 


exalted Pitch, no doubt but our Thankſ giving 


for ſuch a gracious Favour ought in Froportion 
to be enlarged. 

Nor can our Gratitude be better expreſſed 
than by endeavouring to ' ſpread the Benefit of 
Revelation to the remoteſt Parts. Which brings 


me, 
34h), To ſhew our Obligation earneſtly to es. 
I have before ſhewn the Need the Heathen 


uſeful and proper it is for their Circumſtances, 
Now all Reaſonings that ſhew a Doctrine to be 


as publick as may be. For this is the Nature of 
all thoſe Truths which ſerve for the Direction 


if they are not made publick. Do Men light a 
Candle and put it under 4 Buſhel and nit 


on a Candlefti ck, that it may give Light to all 


Light is a ſufficient Declaration of the Uſe it is 
intended to be put to. And with this View it 


is that the Apoſtles, in whoſe Hands this Light | 
was lodyed, are themſelves /tiled the Light of the 
World, all the dark Corners of which they were 
to illuminate with that Divine Light with which 


they 
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they were intruſted. The very Delivery there- 
fore of this Doctrine is a fufficient Intimation 
that it is not to be kept by Men for their own 
private Speculation or Entertainment; but is to 
be diffuſed to all Men for their Improvement and 
Inſtruction. 

The Glory of God, the Author and Giver of 
this Light, does clearly perſuade the ſame Thing. 
If it be fitting that the Great God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be known and glo- 
rifted as the bounteous Rewarder of all them that 
diligently ſeek him, it is highly reaſonable we 
ſhould ſet forth the Riches of his Grace and Fa- 
vour towards all that believe. If it tends to 
make him more obeyed and more honoured 
among Men, the more he is known and be- 
lieved to be juſt and holy and merciful, it is very 
evident that the Preaching and Propagating this 
Doctrine, wherein he is declared to be ſo, does 
moſt eminently ſerve for this Purpoſe. This 
Doctrine therefore was from the Beginning in- 


tended to be univerſal, and will moſt certainly 


be ſo in God's due Time; and the bleſſed Author 
of it is ſtiled 4 Light to lighten tbe Gentiles, and 


declared to be provided for Salvation to the Ends 1, Alix. 
of the Earth, In purſuance of which gracious 6. 


Purpoſe of God, our Lord when he was about 
to withdraw his perſonal Preſence from the 
Earth, N commanded and commiſſioned 


1 his 
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19, 20. 


Rom, x. 
18. 


mee 


Mark xvi his Apoſtles to go abroad into all the World, and 


preach his Gofpel* to every Creature; and, for 
their Encouragement and Support in this arduous 


1 Undertaking, promiſed that he would never leave 


them nor forſake them, but be preſent with they 
and their Succeſſors for ever. Thus commanded 
and thus animated, the Apoſtles delayed not to 
ſet about this glorious Enterprize, and with an 
unparalleled Zeal and Integrity perfiſted in it 
throughout the whole Courſe of their Lives, not- 
withſtanding the Oppoſition and Cruelty of the 
World and Satan united againſt them; and with 
fuch Succeſs, as plainly ſhewed the Effect of 


their Maſter's Promiſe of being with them, and 


which nothing but the Divine Preſence could 
bring to paſs : Inſomuch as that, in the ſhort 
Period of human Life, they had ſo far executed 
their Lord's Commands, as to occaſion the Apoſtle 
to ſay, that their Sound had. gone out into dll 
Lands, and their Words to the” Ends of the World. 
But how induſtrious ſoever were the Labour- 
ers, the Harveſt was too great. The Life of 
Man was not long enough to go over the whole 
World. Large Regions therefore were left to the 
Zeal and Induſtry of future Labouters in the 


Lord's Harveſt. And it muſt be owned that 
few Ages of the Chriſtian Church have paſſed, 


wherein ſome Attempt or other, has not been 
made towards enlarging, its Borders, many Pro- 


vinces | 
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vinces and People having ſince the Apoſtles Days 
embraced the Chriſtian Faith, and are now be- 
come eminent Branches of the Catholick Church. 
Even the remoteſt Parts of the Earth in the Eaſt 
and Weſt have not been diſregarded. The 
Church of Rome have long had a very pompous 
Miſſion in China, but with what Succeſs, and 
with what Intent, let their own Brethren among 
themſelves ſay: When they agree that the Chri- 
tian Miſſionaries do ſo much as preach the true 
God, * and do not debaſe the Chriſtian Doctrine 
to the countenancing the ancient idolatrous Prac- 
tices and Speculations, we ſhall then know bet- 
ter what to ſay to them; at preſent the reſt of 
Chriſtendom is too ignorant or too much unin- 


form'd of the Truth of their Practices to judge, 


or pronounce any Thing concerning them with 
Certainty. Nearer Home, in thoſe Parts of Aja 
where their Practices are better known, their 
Miſſions do not ſeem to be managed with an 
Apoſtolical Simplicity. They ſettle themſelves 


in Nations which are Chriſtians already, and have 
been ſo from the Beginning, and under Pretence 
of converting the Infidels which are among them, 


their chief Buſineſs ſeems to be, to apply them- 
klves with all their Arts to pervert. the Chriſ- 
tians themſelves from their ancient Faith, and 


to draw them over to a Subjection to the Pope — 
— n = Ne. 


* Vid, Navarett's Account of China. 


— — 2— 


A SERMON before the Society 


* 
4 _—_—Y 


mn 


The Want of which Submiſſion is what they 
think the greateſt Error they find among 
them, and which they endeavour zealouſly to 
eradicate, while the Infidels are very ſparingly 
(if ever) applied to by them. This I think 
may be truly ſaid concerning their Eaſtern Mi. 
ſions. $ mr hte» 
Their Weſtern Miſſions have been accompa- 
nied with ſuch unheard of Cruelties, and De- 


ſolations of whole Countries, that it is no Won. 


der if unconquerable Prejudices have been raiſed 
among all who have ſo much as heard of them, 
And it is very likely all that attempt to preach 
the Goſpel among them, find theſe Prejudices 
ſtrong at the Bottom of their Hearts againſt re- 


ceiving it. But I forbear mentioning the ſeveral 


Miſſions which the Zeal or Ambition of the Ro- 
man Church has prompted them to ſend abroad 


into the Heathen Nations, whether it be ſincere- 
ly to propagate the Faith of Chriſt, may be much 


doubted ; becauſe when the Practices and Policy 
of their Miſſionaries come to be clearly under- 


ſtood, they will be enough to give Suſpicion at 
leaſt, that the Intent is not ſo much to propagate 


the Faith of Chriſt, as to enlarge the Dominion 
of that Church, T | 


But as it has pleaſed God, by his Bleſſing on 


the Commerce and Adventures of the Briti/Þ 
Nation, to open to our Knowledge many wy 
| ; : | dy 
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Nation utterly in their native Rudeneſs and Bar- 


barity, and quite ignorant of the Doctrine and 
Name of Chriſt, the Care of theſe People is na- 
turally devolved upon the Charity and Piety of 
us of this Nation, Providence, I fay, has con- 
ſigned them to our Care, fo reduce them from 
the Errors of their Ways, to bring them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
unto God. And all the Confiderations before. 
mentioned of the Glory of God, and Charity to 
the Souls of Men, will oblige us to undertake it. 
And there is beſides to be added another Reflec- 
tion, vis. That if we neglect it they may like- 
ly fall into the Hands of Miſſionaries who are 
watchful to make a Prey of them, to corrupt 
them to their Party, and arm them againſt our- 
ſelves ; and if all theſe People are united to our 
Enemies and turn upon us, who will not dread 
the Conſequence of ſuch an Aſſault on our own 
Settlements ? Our on Safety therefore ſhould 
ſpur us on to lift theſe People in the Service of 
Chriſt, and at the fame Time engage them to 
our own Preſervation. Worthily therefore is 
the Society employed, when they labour at the 
fame Time to win over Souls to God, and make 
Friends and: Allies to our native Country. 
There is likewiſe | another Branch of the So- 
ciety's Care, and which naturally falls within 


their Frovince, which is providing for the Chri- 
ſtian 
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' livered to Men. To prevent this Conſequence, 


—J_ 


Aiari! Infirition of our own Colonies Abroad, and 
— og Divine Ordinances among them, 
For if this be neglected, the People will run in- 
to Barbariſm and a total Unattendance to their 
Creator; inſomuch that in their Manners there 
will ſoon be found but little Difference between 
thoſe who never heard of Chriſt at all, and thoſe 
who have forgot him, and, together with him, 
all thoſe Precepts which that Divine Teacher de- 


and to keep them out of this ſad State, the So- 
ciety do not fail, according to their Ability, to 
ſend among them a ſufficient Number of Paſtors 
and Catechiſts and Schoolmaſters, to miniſter to 
their ſpiritual Wants, to keep up the Face, and 
(if poſſible) the Spirit of Religion and Humanity 
in thoſe Countries; and particularly to civilize 
and inſtruct in the Knowledge of Chriſtianity 
the rude Minds of the Negroes, who are ſo uſe- 
fully employed in our feveral Colonies, What 
Effect it has pleaſed God to give to their Labours 
is ſet forth in the Accounts annually publiſhed 
by Order of the' Society, which are enough to 
encourage'a good Hope that the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity may prevail more and more in thoſe 
Countries, and that in Time tbe Knowledge of 


the Lord may repleniſb the _—_— 45 the Waters 


cover the Sea. 
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oy It muſt be remembered, that thoſe Parts of 
d the Plantations, which require the Aſſiſtance of 
n. Miſſionaries, are by no Means able to maintain 


on them themſelves, and fly for Aſſiſtance to the 
Ht Society, who have a certain Revenue indeed, but 
ic by no Means adequate even to the certain Ex- 


en Wl pence they are at in Support of the Miſſionaries, 
fe much leſs to that and the whole incidental Ex- 
m, Wt pence they are liable to. As therefore they have 


been enabled hitherto to carry on their great Un- 
dertaking by the voluntary Contributions of ſuch 
pious Perſons, to whom God has given an Abi- 
ity equal to their Affections; ſo this muſt be 
the conſtant Reſourſe of the Society, truſting 
that when the Nature of their Work, and the 
Command of our Lord to forward it, are duly 
conſidered, it will always pleaſe God to ſupply 
Afiſtance, Which God grant, &c, 
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